
Teen Drama 
The Impossible Knife of Memory by Laurie Halse Anderson 

YA F ANDERSON Lexile Score: 720 
Hayley Kincaid and her father move back to their hometown to try a "normal" life, but the horrors he saw in the war threaten to destroy  
their lives.  

 

Love Letters to the Dead by Ava Dellaira  
YA F DELLAIRA Lexile Score: 790 

When Laurel starts writing letters to dead people for a school assignment, she begins to spill about her sister's mysterious death, her mother's 
departure from the family, her new friends, and her first love.  

 

Dreamland by Sarah Dessen 

YA F DESSEN Lexile Score: 920 
After her older sister runs away, 16-year-old Caitlin decides that she needs to make a major change in her own life and begins an abusive 
relationship with a boy who is mysterious, brilliant, and dangerous.  
 

Rebecca Donovan’s Breathing Series 
Book 1: Reason to Breathe | Book 2: Barely Breathing | Book 3: Out of Breath 

YA F DONOVAN  
In the affluent town of Weslyn, Connecticut, where most people worry about what to be seen in 
and who to be seen with, Emma Thomas would rather not be seen at all. She's more concerned 
with feigning perfection- pulling down her sleeves to conceal the bruises, not wanting anyone to 
know how far from perfect her life truly is.  
 

The Last Time We Say Goodbye by Cynthia Hand  
YA F HAND Lexile Score: 680 
After her younger brother, Tyler, commits suicide, Lex struggles to work through her grief in the face of a family that has fallen apart, the 
sudden distance between her and her friends, and memories of Tyler that still feel all too real.  
 

Truly, Madly, Deadly by Hannah Jayne 

YA F JAYNE Lexile Score: 800 
When her abusive boyfriend dies in what seems to be a drunk-driving accident, Sawyer is secretly relieved until she opens her locker and finds a 
note from a secret admirer that says "You're welcome.  
 

The DUFF: Designated Ugly Fat Friend by Kody Keplinger 
YA F KEPLINGER Lexile Score: 650 
Seventeen-year-old Bianca Piper starts sleeping with Wesley Rush, a notorious womanizer who disgusts her, in order to distract her from her 
personal problems, and to her surprise, the two of them find they have a lot in common and are able to help each other find more productive 
ways to deal with their difficulties.  
 

Reality Boy by A.S. King 

YA F KING Lexile Score: 620  
An emotionally damaged seventeen-year-old boy in Pennsylvania, who was once an infamous reality television show star, meets a girl from 
another dysfunctional family, and she helps him out of his angry shell.  
 

The Truth About Alice by Jennifer Mathieu  
YA F MATHIEU Lexile Score: 900 
When ugly rumors and lies about Alice Franklin start after one of the guys she allegedly slept with at a party dies in a car accident, questions 
about truth arise in her small town. 

 
Since You've Been Gone by Morgan Matson 

YA F MATSON  Lexile Score: 970 
Quiet Emily's sociable and daring best friend, Sloane, has disappeared leaving nothing but a random list of bizarre tasks for her to complete, but 
with unexpected help from popular classmate Frank Porter, Emily gives them a try.  
 

Yaqui Delgado Wants to Kick Your Ass  by Meg Medina 

YA F MEDINA Lexile Score: 670 
One morning before school, some girl tells Piddy Sanchez that Yaqui Delgado hates her and wants to kick her ass. Word is that Yaqui thinks 
Piddy is stuck-up, shakes her stuff when she walks, and isn't Latin enough with her white skin, good grades, and no accent. And Yaqui isn't 
kidding around, so Piddy better watch her back.  
 

I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson 

YA F NELSON Lexile Score: 740 
Jude and her brother, Noah, are incredibly close twins. At thirteen, isolated Noah draws constantly and is falling in love with the charismatic 
boy next door, while daredevil Jude surfs and cliff-dives and wears red-red lipstick and does the talking for both of them. But three years later, 
Jude and Noah are barely speaking.  
 

All the Bright Places by Jennifer Niven 

YA F NIVEN Lexile Score: 830 

Told in alternating voices, when Theodore Finch and Violet Markey meet on the ledge of the bell tower at school--both teetering on the edge—
it's the beginning of an unlikely relationship, a journey to discover the "natural wonders" of the state of Indiana, and two teens' desperate desire 
to heal and save one another.  

If He Had Been With Me by Laura Nowlin 

YA F NOWLIN Lexile Score: 680 
A love story spanning the history of two teenagers' lives and all the moments when if one little thing had been  
different, their futures would have been together instead of apart. 

 

Before I Fall by Lauren Oliver 
YA F OLIVER Lexile Score: 860 
After she dies in a car crash, teenage Samantha relives the day of her death over and over again until, on the  
seventh day, she finally discovers a way to save herself.  
 

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe  by Benjamin Alire Saenz  
YA F SAENZ Lexile Score: 380 
Fifteen-year-old Ari Mendoza is an angry loner with a brother in prison, but when he meets Dante and they become friends, Ari starts to ask 
questions about himself, his parents, and his family that he has never asked before.  
 

The List by Vivian Siobhan 

YA F SIOBHAN Lexile Score: 750 
Every year at Mount Washington High School somebody posts a list of the prettiest and ugliest girls from each grade--this is the story of eight 
girls, freshman to senior, and how they are affected by the list.  
 

All the Rage by Courtney Summers 
YA F SUMMERS Lexile Score: 710 
After being assaulted by the sheriff's son, Kellan Turner, Romy Grey was branded a liar and bullied by former friends, finding refuge only in the 
diner where she works outside of town, but when a girl with ties to both Romy and Kellan goes missing and news of him assaulting another girl 
gets out, Romy must decide whether to speak out again or risk having more girls hurt.  
 

Cracked Up to Be by Courtney Summers 
YA F SUMMERS 
High school senior Parker Fadley has quit the cheerleading squad, broken up with her popular boyfriend, and is in danger of not graduating with 
her class, but she refuses to tell anyone what has precipitated this sudden change in her attitude and behavior, insisting that she only wants to be 
left alone.  
 

My Life After Now by Jessica Verdi 
YA F VERDI Lexile Score: 720 
When she loses a leading role and her leading man to another girl, sixteen-year-old Lucy, a member of the high school drama club, does 
something completely out of character that has life-altering consequences.  
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