
The Dark Days of Hamburger Halpin by Josh Berk 

YA F BERK Lexile Score: 820 
When Will Halpin transfers from his all-deaf school into a mainstream Pennsylvania high school, he faces 

discrimination and bullying, but still manages to solve a mystery surrounding the death of a popular football player in his class.  

 

Pinned by Sharon Flake 

YA F FLAKE Lexile Score: HL460 
Adonis is smart, intellectually gifted and born without legs; Autumn is strong, a great wrestler, and barely able to read in ninth grade--

but Autumn is attracted to Adonis and determined to make him a part of her life whatever he or her best friend thinks.  

 

Fade to Black by Alex Flinn 

YA F FLINN Lexile Score: 590 
An HIV-positive high school student hospitalized after being attacked, the bigot accused of the crime, and the only witness, a classmate 

with Down Syndrome, reveal how the assault has changed their lives as they tell of its aftermath.  

 

Jerk, California by Jonathan Friesen 

YA F FRIESEN Lexile Score: HL510 
Plagued by Tourette's syndrome and a stepfather who despises him, Sam meets an old man in his small Minnesota town who sends him 

on a road trip designed to help him discover the truth about his life.  

 

Girls Like Us by Gail Giles 

YA F GILES Lexile Score: HL570 
Graduating from their school's special education program, Quincy and Biddy are placed together in their first independent apartment 

and discover unexpected things they have in common in the face of past challenges and a harrowing trauma.  

 

Push Girl by Chelsie Hill 

YA F HILL  
Kara, a high school junior, is popular with a great group of friends, an amazing boyfriend, and expectations of being  

Homecoming Queen until she leaves a party angry and wakes up in a hospital bed, paralyzed from the waist down.  

 

Five Flavors of Dumb by Antony John 

YA F JOHN Lexile Score: 890 
Eighteen-year-old Piper becomes the manager for her classmates' popular rock band, called Dumb, giving her the chance to prove her 

capabilities to her parents and others, if only she can get the band members to get along.  

 

Say What You Will by Cammie McGovern 

YA F MCGOVERN Lexile Score: HL660 
Born with cerebral palsy, Amy can't walk without a walker, talk without a voice box, or even fully control her facial expressions. Plagued 

by obsessive-compulsive disorder, Matthew is consumed with repeated thoughts, neurotic rituals, and crippling fear. Both are in 

desperate need of someone to help them reach out to the world. 

 

Saffy’s Angel by Hilary McKay 

JF/ YA F MCKAY Lexile Score: 630 
After thirteen-year-old Saffron learns that she was adopted, her relationship with her eccentric, artistic family changes and this results in 

her traveling to Italy, the place of her birth.  

 

Everything That Makes You by Moriah McStay 

YA F MCSTAY 
In alternating voices, Fiona "Fi" Doyle experiences her teen years in two ways, with and without a disfiguring accident that occurred at 

age six, dealing with its effects on her brother and parents, her friendships, her dating life, her involvement in sports and hobbies, her 

future plans, and especially her self-image.  

 

Colin Fischer by Ashley Edward Miller 

YA F MILLER Lexile Score: 870 
A boy with autism teams up with the high school bully to get to the bottom of a cafeteria crime. 

 

What We Lost in the Dark by Jacquelyn Mitchard 

YA F MITCHARD Lexile Score: HL790 
Allie Kim’s fatal allergy to sunlight, XP, still confines her to the night. Now that she’s lost her best friend, Juliet, to an apparent suicide, 

the night has never felt darker—even with Rob at her side.  

 

The Summer I Found You by Jolene B. Perry 

YA F PERRY Lexile Score: HL610 
Kate, seeking distraction from her recent diabetes diagnosis, begins dating Aidan, a young veteran who lost an arm in Afghanistan. 

 

Marcelo in the Real World by Francisco X. Stork 

YA F STORK Lexile Score: HL700 
Marcelo Sandoval, a 17-year-old boy on the high-functioning end of the autistic spectrum, faces new challenges, including romance and 

injustice, when he goes to work for his father. 

 

Because You’ll Never Meet Me by Leah Thomas 

YA F THOMAS  
Ollie, who has seizures when near electricity, and Moritz, born with no eyes and a heart defect that requires a pacemaker, are bullied at 

high school. When a physician who knows both suggests they begin corresponding.  

 

The Man Who Loved Clowns by June Rae Wood 

YA F WOOD Lexile Score: 870 
Thirteen-year-old Delrita, whose unhappy life has caused her to hide from the world, loves her uncle Punky but sometimes feels 

ashamed of his behavior because he has Down syndrome.  
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