
PRE-TEEN FICTION 
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by AVI 

YA F/JF AVI Lexile Score: 740 
 

As the only passenger, and the only female, on a transatlantic voyage in 1832, thirteen-year-old Charlotte finds herself caught 
between a murderous captain and a mutinous crew.  
 

The Empty Mirror by James Lincoln Collier 
YA F COLLIER / JF COLLIER Lexile Score: 680 
 

Thirteen-year-old Nick, whose parents died in the 1918 flu epidemic, must find out why his mirror-image is causing mischief 
around their New England town and making sure Nick gets the blame.  

 

Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins 
YA F/JF COLLINS Lexile Score: 630 
 

When eleven-year-old Gregor and his two-year-old sister are pulled into a strange underground world, they trigger an epic battle 
involving men, bats, rats, cockroaches, and spiders while on a quest foretold by ancient prophecy.  

 

Catherine Called Birdy by Karen Cushman 
YA F/JF CUSHMAN Lexile Score: 1170 
 

The thirteen-year-old daughter of an English country knight keeps a journal in which she records the events of her life, particularly 
her longing for adventures beyond the usual role of women and her efforts to avoid being married off.  

 

The Search for Wondla by Tony Diterlizzi 
YA F DITERLIZZI / JF DITERLIZZI Lexile Score: 760 
 
Living in isolation with a robot on what appears to be an alien world populated with bizarre life forms, a twelve-year-old human 
girl called Eva Nine sets out on a journey to find others like her. Features "augmented reality" pages, in which readers with a 
webcam can access additional information about Eva Nine's world.  

 

Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper 
YA F/JF DRAPER  Lexile Score: 700 
 

Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a brilliant, impatient fifth-grader with cerebral palsy discovers a technological device 
that will allow her to speak for the first time.  
 

City of Ember by Jeanne Duprau 

YA F/JF DUPRAU Lexile Score: 680 

 
In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new places in her decaying but 
beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions. 

 

Hidden by Helen Frost 
YA F FROST Lexile Score: 670 

When fourteen-year-olds Wren and Darra meet at a Michigan summer camp, both are overwhelmed by memories from six years 

earlier when Darra's father stole a car, unaware that Wren was hiding in the back.  

Coraline by Neil Gaiman 

YA F/JF GAIMAN Lexile Score: 740 

Looking for excitement, Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is similar, yet disturbingly different from 

her own, where she must challenge a gruesome entity in order to save herself, her parents, and the souls of three others.  

The Music of Dolphins by Karen Hesse 

YA F/JF HESSE Lexile Score: 560 

After rescuing an adolescent girl from the sea, researchers learn she has been raised by dolphins and attempt to rehabilitate her 

to the human world.  

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle 

YA F/JF L’ENGLE Lexile Score: 740 

Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers and a search for Meg's father, who has disappeared while 

engaged in secret work for the government.  

Two Princesses of Bamarre by Gail Carson Levine 
JF LEVINE Lexile Score: 570 
 
With her adventurous sister Meryl suffering from the grey death, meek and timid Princess Addie sets out to find a cure.  
 

Rules by Cynthia Lord 
YA F/JF LORD Lexile Score: 780 
 
Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence but her world is further 
complicated by a friendship with a young paraplegic.  
 

Heart of a Samurai by Margi Preus  

YA F/JF PREUS Lexile Score: 760 
 
In 1841, rescued by an American whaler after a terrible shipwreck leaves him and his four companions castaways on a remote 
island, fourteen year old Manjiro, who dreams of becoming a samurai, learns new laws and customs as he becomes the first 
Japanese person to set foot in the United States.  
 

The True Meaning of Smekday by Adam Rex 
YA F/JF REX Lexile Score: 740 
 
When her mother is abducted by aliens on Christmas Eve (or "Smekday" Eve since the Boov invasion), 11 year-old Tip hops in the 
family car and heads south to find her and meets an alien Boov mechanic who agrees to help her and save the planet from 
disaster.  
 

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 
YA F/JF RIORDAN Lexile Score: 740 
 
After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman and Poseidon, god of the sea, twelve-year-old Percy is sent to a summer camp 
for demigods like himself, and joins his new friends on a quest to prevent a war between the gods.  

 

Dork Diaries by Rachel Renée Russell  

YA F/JF RUSSELL  Lexile Score: 890 
 
Fourteen-year-old Nikki Maxwell writes in her diary of her struggle to be popular at her exclusive new private school, then of 
finding her place after she gives up on being part of the elite group.  

 

Holes by Louis Sachar 
YA F/JF SACHAR Lexile Score: 660 
 
As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley Yelnats is sent to a 
hellish correctional camp in the Texas desert where he finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself.  
 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 
YA F/JF SPINELLI Lexile Score: 590 
 
In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an eccentric student named 
Stargirl changes Mica High School forever.  
 

When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead 

YA F/JF STEAD Lexile Score: 750 
 
As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1970s television game show, "The $20,000 Pyramid," a twelve-year-old New 
York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws 
of time and space.  
 

Flipped by Wendelin Van Draanen  

YA F/JF VAN DRAANEN Lexile Score: 720 
 
In alternating chapters, two teenagers describe how their feelings about themselves, each other, and their families have changed 
over the years.  
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