
Realistic Fiction 
Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli 

YA F ALBERTALLI Lexile Score: HL640 
Sixteen-year-old, not-so-openly-gay Simon Spier is blackmailed into playing wingman for his classmate or else his sexual identity--
and that of his pen pal--will be revealed.  

 

Wintergirls by Laurie Halse Anderson 

YA F ANDERSON Lexile Score: 730 
Eighteen-year-old Lia comes to terms with her best friend's death from anorexia as she struggles with the same disorder.  

 

Me and Earl and the Dying Girl by Jesse Andrews  

YA F ANDREWS Lexile Score: 820 
Seventeen-year-old Greg has managed to become part of every social group at his Pittsburgh high school without having any 
friends, but his life changes when his mother forces him to befriend Rachel, a girl he once knew in Hebrew school who has 
leukemia.   

 

Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher 

YA F ASHER Lexile Score: 550 

When Clay Jenkins receives a box containing thirteen cassette tapes recorded by his classmate Hannah, who committed suicide, 
he spends a bewildering and heartbreaking night crisscrossing their town, listening to Hannah's voice recounting the events 
leading up to her death. 

 

Split by Swati Avasthi 

YA F AVASTHI Lexile Score: HL610 
A teenaged boy thrown out of his house by his abusive father goes to live with his older brother, who ran away from home years 
ago to escape the abuse.  

 

The Last Leaves Falling by Sarah Benwell 

YA F BERNWELL Lexile Score: HL640 
In Japan, teenaged Abe Sora, who is afflicted with "Lou Gehrig's Disease," finds friends online and elicits their help to end his 
suffering.  

 

Ask Me No Questions by Marina Tamar Budhos 

YA F BUDHOS Lexile Score: 790 

Fourteen-year-old Nadira, her sister, and their parents leave Bangladesh for New York City, but the expiration of their visas and 
the events of September 11, 2001, bring frustration, sorrow, and terror for the whole family.  

 

Please Ignore Vera Dietz by A.S. King  

YA F KING Lexile Score: 830 
When her best friend, whom she secretly loves, betrays her and then dies under mysterious circumstances, high school senior 
Vera Dietz struggles with secrets that could help clear his name.  

 

Rotters by Daniel Kraus  

YA F KRAUS 
Sixteen-year-old Joey's life takes a very strange turn when his mother's tragic death forces him to move from Chicago to rural 
Iowa with the father he has never known, and who is the town pariah.  

 

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie by David Lubar 

YA F LUBAR 
While navigating his first year of high school and awaiting the birth of his new baby brother, Scott loses old friends and 
gains some unlikely new ones as he hones his skills as a writer.  

 

How It Went Down by Kekla Magoon 

YA F MAGOON Lexile Score: HL560 
When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson is shot to death, his community is thrown into an uproar because Tariq was black and the 
shooter, Jack Franklin, is white, and in the aftermath everyone has something to say, but no two accounts of the events agree.  

 

Cut by Patricia McCormick 

YA MCCORMICK Lexile Score: 660 
While confined to a mental hospital, thirteen-year-old Callie slowly comes to understand some of the reasons behind her self-
mutilation, and gradually starts to get better.  

 

When I Was the Greatest by Jason Reynolds 

YA F REYNOLDS Lexile Score: 740 
Ali lives in Bed-Stuy, a Brooklyn neighborhood known for guns and drugs, but he and his sister, Jazz, and their neighbors, 
Needles and Noodles, stay out of trouble until they go to the wrong party, where one gets badly hurt and another leaves with a 
target on his back.  

 

Scrawl by Mark Shulman 

YA F SHULMAN Lexile Score: 650 
When eighth-grade school bully Tod and his friends get caught committing a crime on school property, his penalty--staying after 
school and writing in a journal under the eye of the school guidance counsellor--reveals aspects of himself that he prefers to keep 
hidden. 

 

Challenger Deep by Neal Shusterman 

YA F SHUSHTERMAN Lexile Score: HL800 
Caden Bosch is on a ship that's headed for the deepest point on Earth: Challenger Deep, the southern part of the Marianas 
Trench. He is designated the ship's artist in residence in order to document the journey with images. Caden pretends to join his 
school's track team but spends his days walking for miles, absorbed by the thoughts in his head; he is split between his allegiance 
to the captain and the allure of mutiny. Caden Bosch is torn.  

 

The Rules of Survival by Nancy Werlin 

YA F WERLIN Lexile Score: 660 
Seventeen-year-old Matthew recounts his attempts, starting at a young age, to free himself and his sisters from the grip of their 
emotionally and physically abusive mother.   

 

The Mockingbirds by Daisy Whitney 

YA F WHITNEY Lexile Score: HL720 
When Alex, a junior at an elite preparatory school, realizes that she may have been the victim of date rape, she confides in her 
roommates and sister who convince her to seek help from a secret society, the Mockingbirds.  

 

How To Save a Life by Sara Zarr 

YA F ZARR Lexile Score: HL710 
Told from their own viewpoints, seventeen-year-old Jill, in grief over the loss of her father, and Mandy, nearly nineteen, are 
thrown together when Jill's mother agrees to adopt Mandy's unborn child but nothing turns out as they had anticipated.  
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